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state of Utah
Utah Bureau of Vfater Pollution Control
288 North 1460 !{est
P.O. Box 15690
Salt Lake City, UT 84116-0690

Attention: ltr. Don A. ostler, P.E., Director

Re: Goldstrike Mine
Rel-ease of Process Solution

Dear Mr. Ostler:

This letter is in response to your Novenber 2, 1990 letter
to Mr. Ken K1uksdahl . Listed beLow are the four action
items that you presented in your letter and Tenneco
Minerals' respgnse to each itern.

1. t'A detailedl exaniuation of tbe facility nust be
coDductedl aE soon as tbe beap is draiDedrr.

Draindown of Pad I is currently in progress. The
pregnant line frorn Pad 2 has been re-routed into a
separate solution transport system; therefore'
this flow no longer combines with Pad L solutions.
Investigation activities will comrnence after
significant draindown of Pad 1 occurs. For a
description of Tenneco MineraLs' planned
investigation activities, please refer to the
attached letter to Lyle Stott dated November 20,
1990.

A report sururarizing the results of the
investigation will be prepared and subrnitted to
the Bureau within two weeks after the data frorn
the investigation is compiled. The report will
also include a proposed corrective action plan as
lrell as a plan for any necessary remediation.

2. rrPlease subnit your vater balance reports so we
can evaluate tbe a.nount of solutioD released.rt

The internittent nature of solution application,
varying saturation, evaporation, and heap
draindown make it extreurely difficult to develop
an accurate water balance. Tenneco records daily
pond levels (to the nearest 50,000 gallons), plant
throughput, heap delivery, and make-up needs (as
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required) . Iioritever, since both Pad 1 and Pad 2
utere operational at the tine of the rel-ease, these
recorded levels include solution flows to and from
the pads; thereby, naking it even rnore difficult
to apply a water balance rnethod to ascertain a
release from Pad l-.

Tenneco Minerals wiII, to the extent practicable,
address the arnount of solution released as a part
of the investigation. Tenneco Minerals will
utilize the infornation and data acquired during
the investigation to determine if the arnount of
released solution can be reliably guantified. If
ttre reteased solution cannot be reJ-iably
guantified by this method, Tenneco Dtinerals will
evaluate other potential methods. The
investigation report will contain a summary of
Tenneco Minerals' findings.
rrA proposal for renetliation of tbe spill areas
nust be subnitted witbin trto seeks from receipt of,
this letter.rl

In order to propose any necessary remediation
measures, a thorough investigation must first be
conducted. At this tirne, Tenneco llinerals
believes that appropriate measures cannot be
proposed without additional geotechnical and
envirormrental data. our plan is to subrnit the
findings of ttre investigation together with a
proposal for corrective action and any necessary
rernediation. Tenneco Minerals will subnit this
inforrnation to the Bureau within two weeks after
the data from the investigation is cornpiled.

rroperation on Pad No. I Bust Dot resume until the
sauses f,or the breacb have been identified andl
remedied aad a rritten approval is given by this
offl,ce. rl

Tenneco Minerals' goals in the coming weeks are
to: 1) work closely with the Bureau and other
appropriate regulatory agencies on aII related
activities, and 2) conduct the investigation and
irnplenent appropriate corrective action neasures
in a safe and expeditious manner.

4.
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Tenneco Minerals intends to provide periodic updates to the
Bureau until the situation is satisfactorily resolved. The
Bureau will be notified prior to the initiation of the above
described investigation activities to allow a representative
to be present on-sit,e to observe the investigation.

If you have any questions or comments on the above, please
call me at (303) 987-6256.

Sincerely,

tl*^ A B*-
Debra A. Brannum
Division Environmental
Specialist

DAB/ssn

Mr. Kiran Bhayani - UBwPc
Mr. Bill Dahrson - Southwest
Mr. Wayne Hedburg - DOGM
Mr. Neil Taylor
Mr. LyIe Stott - UBWPC
Mr. Wayne Thomas - District

Local Health DePartment

Engineer, St. George


